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Four-Letter Word Trivia 
 
Estimated play time: Approximately 15 minutes 
Number of players: Unlimited 
Supplies needed: Scoring board/pad; noisemakers 
Suitable for visually impaired players. 
 
Overview:  
In this game, you must provide an answer for each letter of a given four-letter word.  Take the 
word DESK, for example.  If the first question were Name an author for each letter, four correct 
answers might be:  Dickens (Charles); Eliot (T.S.); Steinbeck (John); King (Stephen). 

Instructions: 
1. This game can be played with teams or individuals.   
2. Write the four-letter word on a large pad or whiteboard.  
3. Read the first question for that word.  Discussion is permitted among teammates.  Prior to 

the start of the game, a method to signal when a player/team is ready to answer must be 
determined.  Ringing bells and New Year’s blowers are just two inexpensive noisemakers.  
Raised hands work, but the host must be vigilant to watch for whose hand went up first.  
The host always has the final say in any disputes.  (And note:  Once they buzz in, players 
must give their answers immediately.) 

4. After a player/team is recognized as the first to signal, they may give an answer.  In this 
game, they are required to give all four correct answers to be awarded the points.  If any of 
their four answers is incorrect, the others may ‘buzz’ in and answer.  They, too, must give 
four correct answers (repeating a previous answer is allowed) in order to score points. 

5. Keep score (10 points for each group of four answers) after each question is answered 
correctly. 

 
Alternate way to play: 
1. Print out the grid on the last page.  Holding the grid horizontally and writing in the slightly 

shaded areas, place the four-letter word along the side (one letter per row), and write the 
subjects across the top.  

2. Xerox a sheet for each player (or team of players) and pass them out. 
3. Give your players five minutes to fill in as many correct answers as they can. 
4. Allow players to keep their grids.  Read the first category and the first letter aloud and have 

your players say their answers out loud.  As they go along, players should score their own 
papers, receiving 2 points for every correct answer.  
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Four-Letter Word Trivia 
In this game, you must provide an answer for each letter of a given four-letter word.  Take the 
word DESK, for example.  If the first question were Name an author for each letter, correct 
answers might be:  Dickens (Charles); Eliot (T.S.); Steinbeck (John); King (Stephen). 
 
 
QUESTIONS 
Note: Wherever a person's name is asked for, we're looking for the last name unless otherwise 
indicated. 
 
1. Four-Letter Word:  MAST 

a. Name a company (of any type) for each letter.  
b. Name an animal (of any type) for each letter. 
c. Name an article of clothing or clothing accessory for each letter.  
d. Name a famous person whose last name begins with each letter. 

 
2. Four-Letter Word:  GABS 

a. Name a breed of dog for each letter 
b. Name a musical instrument for each letter. 
c. Name a disease or condition for each letter. 
d. Name a language for each letter. 

 
3. Four-Letter Word:  SMOG 

a. Name a sport or game for each letter.  
b. Name a beverage for each letter. 
c. Name a cable or broadcast TV network for each letter.  
d. Come up with an acronym or initialism (FBI, IRS, GOP, etc.) for each 

letter. 
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Four-Letter Word Trivia 
 
 

ANSWERS 
(Other correct answers are possible.) 
 
1. Four-Letter Word:  MAST 

a. Microsoft; Aetna; Sears; Texaco 
b. Monkey; Alligator; Salmon; Tiger 
c. Mittens; Apron; Shorts; T-Shirt  
d. Marilyn Monroe; John Adams; Albert Schweitzer; Harry Truman 

 
2. Four-Letter Word:  GABS 

a. Greyhound; Afghan Hound; Beagle; Saint Bernard 
b. Guitar; Accordion; Banjo; Saxophone 
c. Glaucoma; AIDS; Bursitis; Smallpox 
d. Greek; Arabic; Bulgarian; Spanish 

 
3. Four-Letter Word:  SMOG 

a. Skiing; Mountain Climbing; Old Maid; Golf  
b. Soda; Milk; Orange Juice; Ginger Ale 
c. Showtime; MSNBC; Oxygen; Game Show Network  
d. SCOTUS (Supreme Court of the United States); MADD (Mothers 

Against Drunk Driving); OED (Oxford English Dictionary); GOP (Grand 
Old Party) 
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