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Put the List in Order

Estimated play time: Approximately 15 minutes

Number of players: Unlimited

Supplies needed: Printed copy of this document. Scissors to cut the answers into strips. Sticky
tape and white board or large paper pad on an easel.

May be suitable for visually impaired players.

Overview:
Rearrange a list of historical events in the order of when they occurred, starting with
the earliest. To get you started, here’s one event with the year it occurred:

1887 A Study in Scarlet, the first story featuring Sherlock
Holmes, was published in London.

You will need to place each of the other events either before or after that one.

Instructions:

Note: We find this game is most fun when all players participate in a non-scoring

format.

1. Print the large-type list of answers for each question. Cut them into strips.

2. Using scotch tape or masking tape, put up the answers in random order in a column,
with each answer below another.

3. Read the list aloud.

4. Tell your players to identify what they think is the earliest event, and then work
through the years from there, one historical event at a time.

5. Asthe players shout out how the answers should be ordered, rearrange the strips of
paper according to their instructions.

6. When they reach a final order, check it against the answers. You can choose to tell
them: 1) how many answers are in the incorrect position; or 2) which specific
answers are in the incorrect position (which may be a bit easier for them).

7. Have them try again to put the answers in the correct order.

8. Again, tell them either how many answers are incorrect, or which specific answers
are incorrect.

9. Continue instructions 7. and 8. until they succeed in putting all answers in the right
order.
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A Study in Scarlet, the first story featuring
Sherlock Holmes, was published in London.

Swanson introduced frozen TV dinners.

10,000 people attended the funeral of Ludwig
van Beethoven in Vienna.

A young art student created the now famous
“swoosh” logo for Nike shoes.

The Dutch traded Manhattan (then called New
Amsterdam) to the British in exchange for a tiny
Indonesian island where nutmeg was produced.
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20-year-old Bill Gates cofounded Microsoft
with his childhood friend Paul Allen.

Edgar Allan Poe was paid $15 for the
publication of “The Raven.”

Wilt Chamberlain scored 100 points in a single
game, still an NBA record.

Using pioneering special effects, 2001: A
Space Odyssey debuted in theaters.

The construction of Fenway Park in Boston
was completed.
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Put the List in Order

ANSWERS

1667

1827

1845

1887

1912
1953
1962

1968

1971

1975

The Dutch traded Manhattan (then called New Amsterdam) to
the British in exchange for a tiny Indonesian island where
nutmeg was produced.

10,000 people attended the funeral of Ludwig van Beethoven
in Vienna.

Edgar Allan Poe was paid $15 for the publication of “The
Raven.”

A Study in Scarlet, the first story featuring Sherlock Holmes,
was published in London.

The construction of Fenway Park in Boston was completed.
Swanson introduced frozen TV dinners.

Wilt Chamberlain scored 100 points in a single game, still an
NBA record.

Using pioneering special effects, 2001: A Space Odyssey debuts
in theaters.

A young art student created the now famous “swoosh” logo for
Nike shoes.

20-year-old Bill Gates cofounded Microsoft with his childhood
friend Paul Allen.
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