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Elegant English 
 
 
Estimated play time: Approximately 15 minutes 
Number of players: Unlimited 
Supplies needed: Scoring board/pad; noisemakers 
Suitable for visually impaired players. 

 

Overview:  

The words in this game are not obscure, but they are not commonly used in 
everyday conversation.  For example, most of us would say, “The star of that movie 
had black hair and very pale, white skin.”  But perhaps a more elegant word choice 
would be to say that the movie star had alabaster skin. 
 

In this game, we provide a list of “elegant” words.  You should first try to come up 
with the correct definitions on your own.  If you can’t, we have provided three 
definitions from which you must choose the correct one. 
 

We will be posting this game format regularly until we complete the alphabet.  This 
week, we are looking at elegant words that begin with the letter V. 
 

Instructions: 

1. This game can be played by individuals or in teams.  

2. Read the first word and ask for its definition. Discussion is permitted among 
teammates. Prior to the start of the game, a method to signal when a team is ready 
to answer must be determined. Ringing bells and New Year’s blowers are just two 
inexpensive noisemakers. Raised hands work, but the host must be vigilant to watch 
for whose hand went up first. The host always has the final say in any disputes. 

3. After a player/team is recognized as the first to signal, they may give an answer. If 
the first answer is incorrect, the other teams may “buzz” in and answer. 

4. If no one comes up with the correct definition, read the three possible answers. 

5. As before, the first player/team to signal may give an answer.  If the answer is 
incorrect, the others may “buzz” in. 

6. Score 10 points for each correct answer. Play until all questions have been asked 
and answered.  
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Elegant English 
INSTRUCTIONS:  In this game, we provide a list of words that are not obscure, but not very 
commonly used.  You should first try to come up with the correct definitions on your own.  If 
you can’t, we have provided three definitions from which you must choose the correct one. 
 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. Vacillate  (VASS•ill•late)  
A:  To rotate the administration of vaccines to create space between doses. 
B:  A dangerous health condition in which blood vessels intermittently compress 
and relax. 
C:  To be indecisive; to waver between two options. 

2. Vacuous  (VACK•cue•iss)  
A:  Empty-headed; stupid. 
B:  Description of an especially clean rug or carpet. 
C:  A South American mammal related to the llama. 

3. Vagary  (VAGUE•ah•ree)  
A:  An unexpected and inexplicable change or inconsistency. 
B:  An empty or abandoned storefront or office. 
C:  A shelter for homeless people. 

4. Vainglorious  (vane•GLOR•ee•us) 
A:  Ornately beautiful, especially in natural work such as a bird or flower. 
B:  Self-important; arrogant; excessively proud. 
C:  A small but very detailed devotional figurine for the home.  Often depicting 
Jesus. 

5. Vapid  (VAP•id)  
A:  Dehydrated; devoid of water or steam. 
B:  Lacking significance and liveliness. 
C:  A large, poisonous Southeast Asian snake. 

6. Vaunt (VAWNT) 
A:  To make a promise or pledge. 
B:  A high jump over an obstacle. 
C:  To show off, boast about, or praise. 
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7. Veracity  (ver•ASS•it•ee)  
A:  Truthfulness; an unwillingness to tell lies. 
B:  A metric in linguistics that measures the strength of an argument. 
C:  A person that has absolute confidence in what he says, even if he is 
spectacularly wrong. 

8. Verisimilitude  (verse•sim•MILL•it•tood) 
A:  To speak in rhymes. 
B:  The appearance of being true or real. 
C:  To tell a story with intense dramatic flair. 

9. Vernacular  (ver•KNACK•cue•ler)  
A:  Abundant vegetation and green foliage. 
B:  A large swarm of very small green insects that appear in early spring. 
C:  Everyday language. 

10. Vertex  (VER•tex) 
A:  The official name for a cowlick, or the spot where one’s hair grows in different 
directions. 
B:  The point where two lines intersect. 
C:  A rare gentle wind (not more than five miles per hour) that moves in a circular 
direction. 

11. Virtuoso  (ver•chew•OH•so)  
A:  A religious person who is expert in moral issues. 
B:  A music student. 
C:  A person with dazzling skills in his/her field. 

12. Visage  (VIZ•idge)  
A:  A clear sheet that magnifies a page of print. 
B:  The human face. 
C:  A beautiful pastoral landscape. 

13. Viscous  (VISS•kuss)  
A:  Internal organs; entrails. 
B:  Thick and sticky, particularly in reference to a liquid-like substance. 
C:  A rayon-like fabric. 

14. Vitreous  (VIT•ree•iss)  
A:  Harsh, bitter, or malicious in tone. 
B:  Extremely poisonous or injurious. 
C:  Related to or derived from glass. 
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Elegant English 
 
 

ANSWERS 

 
1. Vacillate  C:  To be indecisive; to waver between two options. 

2. Vacuous  A:  Empty-headed; stupid. 

3. Vagary  A:  An unexpected and inexplicable change or 
    inconsistency. 

4. Vainglorious  B:  Self-important; arrogant; excessively proud. 

5. Vapid   B:  Lacking significance and liveliness. 

6. Vaunt   C:  To show off, boast about, or praise. 

7. Veracity  A:  Truthfulness; an unwillingness to tell lies. 

8. Verisimilitude B:  The appearance of being true or real. 

9. Vernacular  C:  Everyday language. 

10. Vertex  B:  The point where two lines intersect. 

11. Virtuoso  C:  A person with dazzling skills in his/her field. 

12. Visage   B:  The human face. 

13. Viscous  B:  Thick and sticky, particularly in reference to a liquid-like 
    substance 

14. Vitreous  C:  Related to or derived from glass. 


