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Don’t Be An Idiom 
 
 
Estimated play time: Approximately 15 minutes 
Number of players: Unlimited 
Supplies needed: Scoring board/pad; noisemakers 

 

Overview:  

Overview:  There are about 25,000 idioms in the English language.  An idiom is a word or phrase 
that has a figurative meaning  For example, when we say, “It’s raining cats and dogs,” we don’t 
mean that literally.  By common usage, we know that phrase indicates that it’s raining very 
hard.  
 
In this game, all the idioms begin with the word UNDER. 
 

 

Instructions: 

1. This game can be played by individuals or in teams.  

2. Read the first clue.  Discussion is permitted among teammates.  Prior to the start 
of the game, a method to signal when a player/team is ready to answer must be 
determined.  Ringing bells and New Year’s blowers are just two inexpensive 
noisemakers.  Raised hands work, but the host must be vigilant to watch for whose 
hand went up first.  The host always has the final say in any disputes. 

3. After a player/team is recognized as the first to signal, they may give an answer.  If 
the first answer is incorrect, the others may ‘buzz’ in and answer. 

4.  Keep score (10 points for each answer) after each question is answered correctly. 
Play until all questions have been asked and answered. 
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QUESTIONS 
 

1. If you were given only two weeks to sew a wedding dress or submit a proposal, 
you would definitely feel under ________. 

2. Before Lulu answered the lawyer's question, the judge reminded her that she 
was under ________. 

3. Monique isn't going out today; her cold has left her feeling under  ________. 

4. Before Lydia was promoted to store manager, she had fifteen years of sales 
experience under  ________. 

5. On April 15, Barbara arrived at the post office one minute before midnight and 
got her taxes in just under  ________. 

6. If everyone is aware, or even just suspects, that you have done something 
wrong, you are probably living under ________. 

7. The plans for Marvin's new invention are so secret that he keeps them under  
________. 

8. Exhausted Eva looked for her wallet everywhere under  ________. 

9. Vladimir moonlights as a janitor, but since he doesn't have a proper visa, his 
boss pays him under  ________. 

10. When the Executive Director announced the pay cuts, Bernie muttered, "Cut 
your own pay" under  ________. 

11. Ruben was shocked when his wife had an affair right under  ________. 

12. Julia's mother's constant criticism really got under  ________. 

13. The mayor always got what he wanted, because he had the entire city council 
under  ________. 
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ANSWERS 
 

1. Pressure/the gun 

2. Oath  

3. The weather 

4. The/her belt 

5. The wire  

6. A cloud  

7. Lock and key/wraps 

8. The sun 

9. The table/the counter  

10. His breath 

11. His nose  

12. Her skin 

13. His thumb 

 


