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Vivienne’s Vowels – SAYINGS & IDIOMS  
 
 
Estimated play time: Approximately 15 minutes 
Number of players: Unlimited 
Supplies needed: Scoring board/pad; noisemakers 
 
Overview:  
Vivienne has a strange problem—she hates vowels.  She leaves out the letters A, E, I, O, 
and U whenever she writes anything.  Lately she’s been keeping a written collection of 
some of her favorite SAYINGS AND IDIOMS. Can you help decipher Vivienne’s list by 
putting back the correct vowels?  (And, after you do that, (just for fun) can you identify 
the person, product, group or organization each slogan or motto is associated with?) 
 
In this game, we’ve provided two options:  Challenge Level Difficult and Challenge Level 
Average.  The difference is that the harder level does not have a space between words.  
You might try the more challenging level first and if your players get stuck, move on to 
the average challenge.  Let’s give one a try using a well known saying:  
 
If you put the vowels back in MSRYLVSCMPNY, what answer do you get? 
If that’s too hard, try the average challenge level:  MSRY LVS CMPNY 
Did that help you find the correct answer?  MISERY LOVES COMPANY 
 
(Note to game host:  It would be best to write each clue on a large pad or white board 
so that the players can see the letters and work out the answers.) 
 
Instructions: 
1. This game can be played by individuals or in teams.  

2. Show the first clue.  Discussion is permitted among teammates.  Prior to the start 
of the game, a method to signal when a team is ready to answer must be 
determined.  Ringing bells and New Year’s blowers are just two inexpensive 
noisemakers.  Raised hands work, but the host must be vigilant to watch for 
whose hand went up first.  The host always has the final say in any disputes. 

3. After a team is recognized as the first to signal, they may give an answer.  If the 
first answer is incorrect, the other teams may ‘buzz’ in and answer. 

4. Keep score (10 points for each answer) after each question is answered correctly. 
Play until all questions have been asked and answered. 
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CHALLENGE LEVEL DIFFICULT 

1. LTTLBRDTLDM       (5 words) 
2. TRNVRNWLF       (5 words) 
3. SNGSBGNRG       (7 words) 
4. FTLSNDFNCYFR       (4 words) 
5. LTTHCTTFTHBG       (7 words) 
6. FRMTHSBLMTTHRDCLS     (6 words) 
7. LLTLKNDNCTN       (5 words) 
8. BSLTPWRCRRPTSBSLTLY     (4 words) 
9. NNWSSGDNWS       (5 words) 
10. THSXTY-FRTHSNDDLLRQSTN    (5 words) 
11. FLYNTHNTMNT       (4 words) 
12. T’SBTTRTGVTHNRCV      (6 words) 
13. THLVFMNYSTHRTFLLVL     (10 words) 
 

CHALLENGE LEVEL AVERAGE 

1. _ LTTL BRD TLD M  
2. TRN VR _ NW LF 
3. SNG S _ BG N  _ RG 
4. FTLS ND FNCY FR 
5. LT TH CT T F TH BG 
6. FRM TH SBLM T TH RDCLS 
7. LL TLK ND N CTN 
8. BSLT PWR CRRPTS BSLTLY 
9. N NWS S GD NWS 
10. TH SXTY-FR THSND DLLR QSTN 
11. _ FLY N TH NTMNT 
12. T’S BTTR T GV THN RCV 
13. TH LV F MNY S TH RT F LL VL 
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ANSWERS 
 
1. A LITTLE BIRD TOLD ME 

2. TURN OVER A NEW LEAF 

3. SNUG AS A BUG IN A RUG 

4. FOOTLOOSE AND FANCY FREE 

5. LET THE CAT OUT OF THE BAG 

6. FROM THE SUBLIME TO THE RIDICULOUS 

7. ALL TALK AND NO ACTION 

8. ABSOLUTE POWER CORRUPTS ABSOLUTELY 

9. NO NEWS IS GOOD NEWS 

10. THE SIXTY-FOUR THOUSAND DOLLAR QUESTION 

11. A FLY IN THE OINTMENT 

12. IT’S BETTER TO GIVE THAN RECEIVE 

13. THE LOVE OF MONEY IS THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL 

 


