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Portmanteaus

Estimated play time: Approximately 15 minutes
Number of players: Unlimited

Supplies needed: Scoring board/pad; noisemakers
Suitable for visually impaired players.

Overview:

The French word portmanteau, meaning suitcase, was given a whole new definition
by Lewis Carroll (of Alice in Wonderland fame) to mean words that are made up of
elements of two or more other words. Carroll was a prodigious coiner of
portmanteaus, such as slithy (from slimy and lithe) and mimsy (from miserable and
flimsy). Portmanteaus can refer to most anything: geographical places (Texarkana),
people (Bennifer, i.e., Ben Affleck and Jennifer Lopez), or things (blog, from web log).

Given a portmanteau, can you identify the words that it is made up of?

Instructions:
1. This game can be played by individuals or in teams.

2. Read the first word. Discussion is permitted among teammates. Prior to the start
of the game, a method to signal when a team is ready to answer must be
determined. Ringing bells and New Year’s blowers are just two inexpensive
noisemakers. Raised hands work, but the host must be vigilant to watch for whose
hand went up first. The host always has the final say in any disputes.

3. After a player/team is recognized as the first to signal, they may give an answer. If
the first answer is incorrect, the other teams may “buzz” in and answer.

4. Scoring: Give 10 points for each correct answer.
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Portmanteaus

INSTRUCTIONS: A portmanteau is a word that is made up of two or more other words. Given
a portmanteau, can you identify the words that it is made up of? For example, the
portmanteau “blog” comes from “web log,” and “Texarkana” comes from “Texas and
Arkansas”

1. Alphabet
2. Biopic

3. Bollywood
4. Bromance
5. Caplet

6. Carjack

7. Chunnel
8. Cockapoo
9. Ebonics
10.  Electrocution
11.  Email

12. Froyo

13. Hazmat
14. Moped
15.  Motel

16. Motown
17.  Palimony
18. Romcom
19. Slang

20. Smog

21.  Staycation
22.  Tofurkey
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ANSWERS

N o v s

®

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

Alpha and beta (the first two letters of the Greek alphabet)
Biography and picture (as in motion picture)

Bombay and Hollywood. (Bombay, now called Mumbai, is the center of India’s
film industry.)

Brother and romance (a close and friendly relationship between two men)
Capsule and tablet (an easier-to-swallow pill)
Car and hijack

Channel and tunnel (the rail tunnel that runs under the English Channel from
southeastern England to Calais, France)

Cocker spaniel and poodle (a popular cross breed of dog)
Ebony and phonics (African American street English.)

Electricity and execution. (Originally, the word referred specifically to
execution in an electric chair.)

Electronic mail

Frozen yogurt

Hazardous material

Motor and pedal (a bicycle with a small motor)
Motor and hotel

Motor and town (a nickname for Detroit)
Partner and alimony

Romantic comedy

Slovenly language

Smoke and fog

Stay and vacation

Tofu and turkey
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