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Wordship

Estimated play time: Approximately 15 minutes
Number of players: Unlimited

Supplies needed: Scoring board/pad; noisemakers
May be suitable for visually impaired players.

Overview:

In this game, you are given a single word. You must create one or more new words
by changing just one letter, and without moving any of the existing letters. For
example, given:

THE

You must make four new words by changing only one letter. You can change the first
letter to make SHE, the second letter to make TIE, TEE, or TOE, and the third letter to
make THY. Here are some other examples:

1. DUEL
2. CRUISE
3. SIGN

The correct answers are 1. FUEL, DUAL, DULL, DUES, DUET; 2. BRUISE; 3. SIGH

Instructions:

1. This game can be played by individuals or in teams.

2. Write the first clue word on a white board or large pad of paper and the
number of blank spaces called for (big enough for all players to see).

3. Discussion is permitted among teammates. Prior to the start of the game, a
method to signal when a team is ready to answer must be determined.
Ringing bells and New Year’s blowers are just two inexpensive noisemakers.
Raised hands work, but the host must be vigilant to watch for whose hand
went up first. The host always has the final say in any disputes.

4. After a player/team is recognized as the first to signal, they may give an
answer. If the first answer is incorrect, the other teams may ‘buzz’ in and
answer.

5. Scoring: Give 10 points for each correct answer.
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Instructions: Create one or more new words by changing just one letter, and without moving
any of the existing letters.

QUESTIONS

(In most cases, other correct answers are possible.)

1. ELK

2. AGE

3. ROBE
4. THAT
5. BORN
6. SENT

7. STING
8. GLASS
9. THICK
10. BADGE
11. SCREAM
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ANSWERS

(In some cases, other correct answers are possible.)

1. ELK ILK, EEK, ELF, ELM, ELL, ELS

2. AGE ACE, AXE, ARE, APE, ALE, ATE, AWE, AYE, AGO

3. ROBE LOBE, RUBE, RABE, ROBS

4. THAT CHAT, WHAT, TEAT, THAW, THAN

5. BORN HORN, CORN, WORN, TORN, MORN, PORN, BURN, BARN, BOON, BORE

6. SENT RENT, CENT, VENT, TENT, BENT, DENT, LENT, WENT, PENT, GENT, SEAT, SECT,
SEND

7. STING SWING, SLING, SUING, STUNG, STINK, STINT
8. GLASS  CLASS, GRASS, GLOSS

9. THICK CHICK, TRICK, THINK

10. BADGE BUDGE, BARGE

11. SCREAM STREAM
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