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Fill In the Letters 
 
 
Estimated play time: Approximately 15 minutes 
Number of players: Unlimited 
Supplies needed: Scoring board/pad; noisemakers 
May be suitable for visually impair players with some support from the host. 
 
Overview:  
In this game, players must fill in the underlined spaces with letters to come up with 
common English words.  For example, given the clue  _ O_ R _ , we found 15 possible 
correct answers:  BOARD, COBRA, DOORS, DOWRY, GOURD, HOARD, HOARY, HOURS, 
LORRY, MOORS, MOURN, SORRY, TOURS, WORRY, YOURS.  You’ll notice that the 
letters and spaces must stay in their original positions.  In the example _ A T, the 
words CAT, FAT, and MAT are all correct answers; but COT and CUT are not correct, 
because the clue indicates that only the first letter is changeable.  In this game, no 
proper nouns or foreign words are allowed. 
 
The number in parentheses indicates the number of correct answers we found. 
 
Instructions: 
1. This game can be played by individuals or in teams.  

2. Read the first list of words. Discussion is permitted among teammates. Prior to 
the start of the game, a method to signal when a team is ready to answer 
must be determined. Ringing bells and New Year’s blowers are just two 
inexpensive noisemakers. Raised hands work, but the host must be vigilant to 
watch for whose hand went up first. The host always has the final say in any 
disputes. 

3. After a player/team is recognized as the first to signal, they may give an 
answer. If the first answer is incorrect, the other teams may ‘buzz’ in and 
answer. 

4. Scoring:  Give 10 points for each correct answer. 
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Fill In the Letters 
INSTRUCTIONS:  Fill in the underlined spaces with letters to come up with common English 
words. 
 
 

 
 

1. * * M    (26) 

2. M * *    (26) 

3. * A D *    (15) 

4. * * I N     (18) 

5. * A N D *    (12) 

6. * * I N K *    (10) 
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Fill In the Letters 
 
 

ANSWERS 
(Other, more obscure correct answers are possible.) 
 

 

1. AIM, ARM, BUM, CAM, DAM, DIM, ELM, GEM, GUM, GYM, HAM, HIM, HUM 
JAM, LAM, MOM, MUM, OHM, RAM, RIM, RUM, SUM, TAM, TOM, VIM, YAM 

2. MAD, MAG, MAN, MAP, MAR, MAT, MAW, MAX, MAY, MEN, MET, MEW, MIC, 
MID, MIL, MIX, MOB, MOD, MOM, MOO, MOP, MOT, MOW, MUD, MUG, 
MUM 

3. BADE, CADS, DADO, DADS, FADE, FADS, GADS, JADE, LADE, LADS, LADY, MADE, 
PADS, WADE, WADS 

4. CHIN, COIN, GAIN, GRIN, JOIN, LOIN, MAIN, PAIN, RAIN, REIN, RUIN, SHIN, 
SKIN, SPIN, THIN, TWIN, VAIN, VEIN 

5. BANDS, BANDY, CANDY, DANDY, HANDS, HANDY, LANDS, PANDA, RANDY, 
SANDS, SANDY, WANDS 

6. BLINKS, BRINKS, CHINKS, CLINKS, DRINKS, SKINKS, SLINKY, STINKS, STINKY, 
THINKS 

 
 


