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What’s the Word?

Estimated play time: Approximately 15 minutes
Number of players: Unlimited

Supplies needed: Scoring board/pad; noisemakers
May be suitable for visually impaired players.

Overview:

Can you identify the missing three-letter word that completes each set of words?
For example, given the clues:

NERS AL AC HU SION,

the correct answer is MAN (MANNERS; ALMANAC;, HUMAN; MANSION).

Instructions:
1. This game can be played by individuals or in teams.

2. Write down the four clues on a white board or large pad of paper. (You could
also Xerox the next page and pass it out to the players.)

3. Discussion is permitted among teammates. Prior to the start of the game, a
method to signal when a player/team is ready to answer should be
determined. Ringing bells and New Year’s blowers are just two inexpensive
noisemakers. Raised hands work, but the host must be vigilant to watch for
whose hand went up first. The host always has the final say in any disputes.

4. After a player/team is recognized as the first to signal, they may give an
answer. If the first answer is incorrect, the others may “buzz” in and answer.

5. Keep score (10 points for each correct answer). Play until all questions have
been asked and answered.
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What’s the Word?

INSTRUCTIONS: Identify the missing three-letter word that completes each set of words. For
example, given the clues: NERS; AL AC; HU ; SION, the correct
answer is MAN (MANNERS; ALMANAC; HUMAN; MANSION).
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QUESTIONS

1 cC___ DE _ _ _ DISP _ _ _ P__ _FUL
2 | L___OP CH___ER|AD___ABLE| B__ _1IZE
3 ___UuD A___N LE__ _SY ___WwWL
4 B___E _ __BON T___UTE D__ _BLE
5 ___OR AS__ _E S___TER INSTI__ _E
6 D___Y CH_ _ _ ST__ _WAY | REP__ _ED
7 SP_ _ _ JU_ _ _ POL _ B__ _CLE
8 ___VLy ___VES OBS__ _E _ RENT
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What’s the Word?

ANSWERS

1. LAY CLAY, DELAY, DISPLAY, PLAYFUL

2. APT LAPTOP, CHAPTER, ADAPTABLE, BAPTIZE
3. PRO PROUD, APRON, LEPROSY, PROWL

4. RIB BRIBE, RIBBON, TRIBUTE, DRIBBLE

5. TUT TUTOR, ASTUTE, STUTTER, INSTITUTE

6. AIR DAIRY, CHAIR, STAIRWAY, REPAIRED

7. ICY SPICY, JUICY, POLICY, BICYCLE

8. CUR CURLY, CURVES, OBSCURE, CURRENT

©2023 Never20ld4Games



